


Congratulations...

...on your purchase of an Ovation Roundback™ Guitar. Since
their introduction in 1966, Ovation guitars have defined the
cutting edge in guitar engineering and manufacture. In-
novations in design, malerials. and electronics have kept
Ovation players plugged into the best in contemporary guitar
expression available.

This guide will acquaint you with the features and proper use
of your new instrument, and provide you with the information
you'll need to maintain your guitar. More detailed information
concerming the design, manufacture, and materials used in
the making of your Ovation Roundback™ can be found in
Ovation literature available from your Authorized Ovation
Dealer or visiting us at OvationGuitars.com on the Web.

Kaman Music Corporation
Mission Statement
We are dedicated fo maintaining a
position of inclustry leadership by offering
& wide range of music products and the
highest quaiity service lo our customers.

Address service correspondence 1o:

Ovation Instruments
37 Greenwoods Road
New Hartford, CT 06057
BDO-552-4681

For your records, we suggest you note the details of your
Ovation purchase:

Model#

Senal#

Date of Purchase:

The Ovation Tradition

mymmmwmm
tradition and experience meet withnew ideas and state-of-the-an
technology. Guitarists from all over the world have embraced
the instruments produced by Ovation's guitar factory in New
Hartford, Connecticut. The reason: Ovation's innovative round
back design along with the unique mix of modem composites
and carefully selected tone woods that result in superb
performance characteristics and outstanding timbre!

Using the latest materials and technology are only part
of the success of Ovation. A well-trained staff of guitar
craftspeople with hundreds of years of combined experience
built your guitar, largely by hand, supported by a modemn
manufacturing process and computer-assisted machinery.
As a result of our use of the latest technology coupled with
an old-world passion for guitar building, over one million
guitarists worldwide, like you, have chosen Ovation to help
them achieve their "signature sound.

Basic Care
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We strongly recommend the purchase and use of an Ovation
molded guitar case. Specially designed to accommodate
the unique shape of Ovation guitars, it offers the best
possible protection against damage. The inside of the
case is plush-lined and form-fitted to hold the guitar snugly
and securely, An inside case pocket allows storage of
strings and small accessories. The guitar is held firmly in
the case by a pad in the lid which presses lightly against
the top of the guitar when the lid is closed. Please note
that this pad can sometimes absorb polish from the guitar,
leaving a dull area on it. This area can easily be restored
with the application of a quality guitar palish. Any marks
on the bowl where it has been in contact with the lining of
the case can be removed in the same way.
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The Anatomy of Ovation Guitars

Beforeweg ( your specilic nsirumer
let's get acquainted with some basic terminology associated
with Ovation gt and their
construchion 1 Yyou
guitar may look different, the
basic vocabulary and M
features still apply :
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The Ovation Family of Guitars

Ovation builds a wide range of products appropriate for
virtually any application. Each model has a feature set and
configuration that will allow a player o choose an instrument
that compliments his or her playing style, in addition tomaking
a positive statement about their personal style!

Adamas

* Ultra-Lightweight Carbon fiber top
= Lightweight Lyrachord GS body
= Super stabla ANS - Advanced Neck System
= Hand shaped low-profile neck
* OP Pro or VIP-5 preamp system
* Dvation's Oniginal Patented Pickup
+ Hand made in New Hartford, CT, USA

Custom Legend & Custom Elite

» AAA Grade Sitka Spruce Sound board

* Hand-Iniaid Abalone Top Purfling

» Five-Fiace Mahogany/Mapie Neck

* Bound Ebony Fingerboard

* Abaione Fingerboard Inlays

= 24K Gold Tuners w/Pearloid Buttons

* Tusq® Nut and Compensating Saddie
= 1-11/16" Nut Widlth (12-Sinng -1 7/8)
* Dwvation Hi-Output Pickup

Legend & Elite

» AA Grade Solid Siaka Spruce Top
* Five Plece Mahogany/Maple Neck
« 25 1/4" Scale Length
» Ebony Fingerboard
= Engraved Gold Tuners

= Ovation High Output pickup

* Made in New Hartford, CT
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Standard Balladeer & Standard Elite

» Solid Sitka Spruce Sound board
* Five Piece Mahogany/Mapie Neck
* Rosewood Fingerboard
* Pinless bridge for easy siring changes
* Chrome Hardware

» 25 1/4" Scale Length

« Made in New Hartford, CT, USA

Balladeer Special & Elite Special

= Solid Sitka Spruce top
= Two-Piece Mahogarny nack with
wiping oll finish

» Rosewood fingerboard

= Chrome tuners

* OP-30 preamp

= Owvation Slimiine pickup

Elite T Series

= Spid Sitka Spruce 1op

» Single epaulet design
* Two-piece Maple neck
= Ebony fingerboard
* Black chrome tuners

= OP 30 or OP Pro preamp

* Owation Shimiling or High Qutput pickup

Artist LX & Folklore LX

* OP Pro preamp

» Ovation Original Patented Pickup
» ANS Advanced Neck System

* Siotted Peghead

« Lightwesght Lyrachord GS body
|« Sohd Sitka Spruce Top

==  « Scalloped Bracing
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Classic LX

= DP Pro preamp
« Ovation Onginal Patented Pickup
* ANS Advanced Neck System
« Lightweight Lyrachord GS body
= Solid Sitka Cedar Top
= Scalloped Bracing
= 1 778" Nut Widih

Bass/Mandocello/Mandolin

+ Solid Spruce Top (B778)

* Ebony Fretboard
= 34" Scale Length
» Cutaway Body

* Solid Spruce Top (MCB68)
- * Ebony Fretboard
\ = Ovation High-output Pickup

N j » OP.Pro preamp

= Solid Spruce Top (MMEB)
»Ebony Fretboard
* OP-24+ Preamp
» Mando-Quintad Bracing

40™ Anniversary Models

=Solid Sitka spruce

sound board

= Hand-made
libergiass cioth

Roundback body

* Ebony fingerboard

* Wainut pinless bridge

» Schaller tuners

*Cwation FET preamp

«Ovation's Original Patented Pickup

Collector's Models (2007 Shown)

* Sgolid Bear Claw Spruce top wiVintage Natural Finish
* LX Scalloped Bracing
* Lyrachord GS Deep Contour Body
» |nlaid Spaulted Mapile Epaulet
* 5-Piece Mahogany/Maple Neck
» Advanced Neck System with 2-Way

Adjustrment Rod

= Ebony fingerboard w/Flamed Maple Inlays

* Ovation Original Patented Pickup

*» Ovation VIP-5 Virtual Imaging Preamp

Built-in Electronics

-

" The Ovation Pickup System

Ovation is the pioneer in the development of the "acoustic-
elactric’ guitar. Key io the development of amplified acoustic
guitars was the patented Ovation piezo (pronounced pE-A-20)
pickup. Six piezo-crystal elements located under the specially
designed, intonation-corrected saddle, respondtothe pressure
changes caused by the vibrating strings and the top. These
changes generale a robus! electric signal that is ampilified and
enhanced by user-controlled preamp packages

The original design of this pickup is still used in most Ovation
guitars, resulting in that classic, rich Ovation sound. However
for those players who desire a more traditional ook for their
instruments, the Ovation Thin Line piezo saddie pickup, based
on the original Ovation design, is available on certain models
and provides similar performance with looks that will please

S
= Ovation Built-in Preamps
Ovation is proud to offer ane of the widest ranges of cutting-
edge guitar electronics available from any manufacturer
All Ovation preamps offer killer specs and features that will
take your playing to the next level. At Ovation, we keep the



electronics interface simple and easy-to-use with features
that continue 10 set the trends in guitar electronics

All of our electronics packages feature preamps thal allow
the user control of key elements of the guitar's electncal
output that provide the most useful and expressive amplified
sound possible. Most of our preamps feature volume control,
equalization, as well as a built-in tuner. Other features such
as notch filters to preven! feedback. shaping filters for that
classic Ovation sound, and built in effects like exciters and
limiters are available on certain models. Our latest offerings
include remarkably user-friendly digital preamps that deliver
the most realistic acoustic sounds available

Ovations feature professional output interface options like
low-impedance, balanced XLR outputs that aliow connections
to extend hundreds of feet without signal degradation as well
as the conventional 1/4° guitar connection. Some models are
phantom powerable for optimum performance without ever
changing batteries. See your Ovation dealer to leam more

There are no user-seviceable parts in the pickup or preamp
system. Though unlikely, if you do expenence a problem
please contact Ovation Customer Service for help

All Ovation guitars come with a separate user guide for the preamp
system installed in your model. Please refer to these guides for
detailed information about preamp use and battery replacement
For an overview of Ovation's preamp offering see below.

* Built-in LED Tuner
« 3-Band EQ w/md shift

Euﬂ-wh'l"ﬁ.mar
* 3BandEQ
VIP-5 * Pickup/image Blend

OP-30

* Built-in Tuner
+ Compressor/Limiter
ﬁlﬁhm!’iﬂm

MED OP-Pro/Studio
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Maintaining Your Ovation

Your Ovation instrument ships from the factory with all setup
parameters adjusted lo exacting tolerances and ready to play
As with any fine instrument made from wood, environmental
conditions like heat, cold, and humidity will cause dimensional
changes that can affect setup and playability. Ovations are built
to allow easy readjustment of key parameters that allow you
to keep your instrument easy to play and sounding great

10
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" Strings
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can be mimmized
by tightly pinching
and pulling firmly on
gach string to help
stretch them to their
final length before
attempting 1o tune
the guitar

The preceding
illustrated example
ol siring attachmenl
was shown wilth a
solid headstock and
standard machine
pegs. For a guitar with
a slotted headstock,
the principle is the
same although the string winding is rotated 90 degrees
Please refer to fig. 8 to see the resulting difference

Nylon/gut string guitars require a different method of
attachment at the saddle. Nylon strings attachment to the
saddle is shown in fig 9. Essentially, the string is inserted
from the fretboard side of the bndge and a looped around
the string once or twice to form a knot that is held together
by its own tension

To assure the longest possible life from your strings, be
sure to wipe down each string with a clean cloth afier each
playing. This will help 1o remove organic oils and acids that
are deposited on the strngs dunng playing thal reacl with
the metals used in manutacturing

Tuning your guitar is the first step 10 a satislying playing
experience, To make tuning easy, most Ovation electronic
packages include a built-in tuner. Consult your electronics
owner's manual to leam about using your tuner

To help under stand how to tune your guitar, please refer 1o
the chart on page 15. Please nole that the order of sinngs
proceeds from numbers 6 to 1 as one would strum in a
downward motion. For the double-stringed instruments like
the 12-String and mandoling, the same order applies although
there are two sirings in each numbered position. The lower
case letters indicate the smaller gauge string in the pair

Setup and Adjustment

-

"  Adjustments Overview

All Ovation instruments, undergo numerous inspections 10
ensure that every instrument will play to the thhES‘. standards
passible. Due to enwironmental conditions thal may affect the
dimensional stability of the woods used in Ovalion guitars
adjustments are sometimes necessary. The primary faclor in
maintaining your guitar's playability is keeping the neck and
saddle specifications within factory tolerances. See below to
acquaint yoursell with the necessary procedures

“~*  Checking and Adjusting the Saddle

The Ovation bridges found on our Roundback guitars are
designed to take full advantage of the unique construction
of our instruments. The contoured design transmits string
vibrations more efficiently than most other designs

'Standard action’ for all Ovation steel string guitars is 3/32" al

the bass E stringand 2/32" at the treble E string (measured as

the distance between the bolttom of the string and the top of

the 12th freet). This action is normally achieved with 1-3 shims

beneath the saddie These settings were chosen to suil the
14
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requirements of a broad range of players. If you need 1o
adjust the action, use the following procedure

Loosen or remove the
strings.

Lift and rotate the
saddle carefully out of
the bridge slot. This is
a delicate operation,
particularly if you have
an acoustic-electric
model. Be certain not
to pull or force the wiring
beneath the saddle.
For lower than standard
action, remove the shim
beneath the saddie.
Remaoving one shim will
lower the action by 1/64"
at the 12th fret.

Depending on your playing style, an extremely low action
setting may contribute to fret buzz. When occurring because
of low action, this is not considered to be a defect in the
instrument. If you are in doubt about the action setting of
your Roundback, consult your Ovation Dealer

The saddle carries the string load to the top of your guitar
As the top and its supporting brace structure flexes with the
environment, the saddle may settie into a position different
than when set in the lactory’s controlled environment
Sometimes the movement of the saddle can change the
action setup. In this case, adjust the saddle height with
the shims as described above. Please note however that

16




bottom of the strings to the top of the bridge s 6/32" while
the minimurm distance is 2/32° The standard factory actions,
in 64ths of an inch measured from the top of the 12th fret to
the bottom of the string:

m;wm |4 |
Electric Nominal & 4
Models PP T
‘Minimum 8 | 7 |

Classic ‘Nominal | 9 8
Maximum! 10 | @ |

e
AcousticBass [\l | 7 | 8 |
e
___luhnml.mjl_tﬂ.
Mandolin Nominal | 5 | 4 |
Maximum 6 | 5 |

=

Mandacelo WTE
"—ja !

~f

% Checking and Adjusting the Neck

The neckis certainly one of the most environmentally dynamic
elements in a guitar While every effort is taken to select only
the best materials and finishes, shrinkage or expansion due
to environmental conditions is inevitable. These dimensional
variations, in addition the forces created by sinng tension,
can cause the neck 1o bend

Two common conditions can arise when dimensional changes
occur within the neck assembly, or if stnng gauges are
changed. These are called warp and bow. Fig. 70, a view
sighting down the neck from the tuning machines, depicts
a warped condition where the headstock is bending toward
the strings. Fig. 10a is a side view of this condition

17

v Fig. 10a

Figs. 11 and 11a show the complementary condition called
bowing where the headstock bends away from the strings

To check for warp or bow in the neck, perform the following
procedure as descnibed in the following text and illustrated
infig. 12

1. Depress the 6th string, E, between the nut and first fret
while holding the string against the fingerboard at the
13th fret.

2. Check the clearance between the bottomn of the string
and the top of the 5th fret

3. The clearance should be a minimum of 005" to .015"
depending on the string gauge. It should not be mare
than .032" ("/5"). or the neck has a “warped® condition
and musl be adjusted at the tension rod

4. Check the clearance of the first string, E, in the same
manner

5. [ieither E stringtouches the Sthfret, the neck has a “bowed"

condition and must be adjusted at the tension rod.
18



To adjust the tension rods in models with access at the
headsiock, please referto igs. 13 & 14

First, using a small phillips
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adjustment. Make sure that you do not overtighten the tension
rod and lose the clearance at the 5th fret. Counterclockwise
rotation of the adjustment nut will loosen the tension rod until
the proper clearance can be seen at the 5th fret

SPECIAL NOTE: The Kaman Bar adustment is very sensitive
One half lum on the nut when the rod is under tension will
produce a significant change al the first frel, so tum it
consernvatively and check the neck frequently as you agjusi it
-

=’ Tension Rod on Rear Access Models

For QOvation models, like the Elite product line, access
lo the tension rod adjustment is via the access panel on
the back of the bowl. =S
The access panel has
a screw in the center of
the access door. Loosen
the screw until the panel
can first be siid to one
side, then to the other,
to remove it. Take care
nottocompletely remove
the screw. Reverse the
procedure to replace the door

B |

Inall other respects, proceed as for other Kaman Bar models.
Note that these models require a longer handled adjustment
wrench, (#950059-X).

Model Specific Issues and Info

< Models with Rubbed Urethane Oil Necks

A rubbed urethane neck finish is available on some Ovation
models. If your guitar has such a feature, you will notice a
natural wood feel on the neck. It requires a slightly more
rigorous maintenance regime than a gloss finished neck.
but we're sure you'l be pleased with the results. If you play
daily, apply a commercially available wax following the
manufacturers usage instructions approximately once a
month. We recommend the following widely available brands
that you should be able to find in most hardware slores.

21
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* Lundmark's ™ Clear Paste Wax

* Butcher's™ Bowling Aliey Paste Wax

..-""F
" The Roundback Mandolin & Mandocello

The first acoustic electric Roundback Mandolin and
Mandocello on the market, the Ovation model MMB8 and
MCB868 afford the mandolinist a unique altemative for stage
performance without the limitations of a microphone.

Maintenance and set up of the Mandolin and Mandocelio
are similar to that of Roundback guitars. It should be noted
however, that the Ovation Mandolin and Mandocello are
strung in a non-traditional way, which makes restringing
quicker and easier. The bridge design requires the use of
strings with ball-ends. Ovation ships these instruments with
the following gauges of phosphor bronze strings:

MANDOLIN MANDOCELLO
(2) .038-G (2) .074-C
(2) .024-D (2) .048-G
(2) 016-A (2) .034-D
(2) 011-E (2) .022-A

The stringing procedure is like that on our steel siring guitar
models. Besides simplifying stringing, the bridges on these
special instruments allow us to offer our famous acoustic/
electric pickup systems which provides players with flexible
ampilification options for larger venues.

- .
" Mandolin & Mandocello Neck Adjustment
The Ovation Mandolin features a five piece neck with
graphite reinforcement which will not require adjustment
if you have a question about the Roundback Mandolin,
please contact our Service Department

The Mandocello has a traditional Kaman bar neck
reinforcement and is adjusted in the same fashion as Ovation
guitar models

22
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The single feature that sets Adamas guitars apart from other
Ovation Roundbacks and especially from the other acoustic
guitars, is the top.

A guitar top should be strong, yet light and resonant. It's the
fiexibility of the top that largely determines the sound output.
Even the best spruce tops have their limitations. Too thick,
and the tone is weak and harmonically limited. Too thin, and
the top can warp and crack. The Adamas top solves both of
these divergent problems.

Called a Fibronic sound board, the Adamas top is built with
two 005" carbon-graphite outer layers sandwiching a .030°
layer of birch veneer in the center; all bonded together under
high temperature and pressure. The resulting material offers
the strength and flexibility ideal for use in fine instruments.

Fans and braces have been developed specifically for the
Fibronic sound board because of the radically different
acoustic response and siructural characteristics of the
materials. Contributing to the thin, resonant top are the
unique and highly recognizable sound holes of the Adamas.
By substituting the one large center hole of a traditionally
designed guitar with the symmetrical series of holes in the
upper bout, the strength of the top has been greatly increased
and the sound dramatically improved. In addition to properly
of the holes help to minimize feedback when playing in high

#’flummmmam

If you'd like to learn more about your Ovation guitar as well
as other instruments in the Ovation mode! line, please visit
your Ovation dealer.

On the web, you can visit us al www.OvationGuitars.com
to get latest information about Ovation’s history, technology.
artist endorsers, and just about everything else Ovation!

Personal Notes and Guitar Info:

24



Service And Warranty

If for any reason your Ovation Roundback™ should require
mmMaFwmeepMmtsmthdm
craftspeople who are familiar with every method of con-
structionused in our instruments. We also have an established
network of Authorized Ovation Dealers and Service Centers
located throughout the world, a listing of which is supplied
separately withyour purchase. All are trained and equipped1o
Because of the unique construction employed in Ovation
Roundbacks we recommend that only an Authorized Ovation
Dealer or Service Center service your instrument. Only in this
way can we be certain that your problem is handled correctly
and that lasting satisfaction is achieved. Our customers are
very important 1o us at Ovation. That's why so many guitar
players around the world turn to Ovation for product quality
and after-sale service.

Visit OVATION online at
www.OvationGuitars.com

Limited Lifetime Warranty
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e s De comenenced wilfan one | 1) year afer such couse of action arises.
of ongnal etsd purchane antsiaciony 10 he monulscuree

T proouc i Ansinituted Trough & network of BuMorCed distnbutory And daslers wha
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Registration Card

Please complete and mail within ten (10) days or register on
line right now at www.OvationGuitars.com.

Purchaser's Name:

City State Zip

Date of purchase:
Age of purchaser: Sex
Occupation: Yrs. played guitar

Do you play : O Professionally [ As a hobby

O Solo O with a group ;
What most influenced you to choose an Ovation?
OAfriend OAteacher O A professional

0O Tone or Projection O Ease of playing
Where did you see Ovation first?

O Friend [0 Newspaper Ad 0O Magazine Ad
O Concert O Dealer store [ Television
What type of music do you play?

OFolk ORock OJazz O Country

0O Jazz-Rock 0O Rhythm & Blues
O Classical [0 Other

ON [epes

What music magazines do you read?

Reasons for buying an Ovation

Dwision of Kaman Music Corporation

37 Greenwoods Road

New Hartford, CT 06057

A Kaman Company FRCH AR



Ovation Instruments

Division of Kaman Music Corporation
PO. Box 507

Bloomfield, CT 06002-0507

i51




Melissa Etheridge
Al DiMeola

Kaki King
Godsmack

Nikki Sixx
Hawthorn Heights
Davey Johnslone
Kittie

Cyndi Lauper
Steve Lukather
¥Yngwie Malmsteen
Ziggy Mariley
Dave Mustaine
Vince Meil
Preston Reed
Daize Shayne
Aaron Tippin
Ub40

Bernie Williams
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